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Memorandum 2019-15 

2019 Legislative Program (Status Report) 

This memorandum provides a status report on Commission-related 
legislation in 2019.1  

Assembly Bill 473 (Maienschein). Disposition of Estate Without 
Administration 

Assembly Member Maienschein has introduced Assembly Bill 473 to 
implement the following recommendations: 

• Disposition of Estate Without Administration: Dollar Amounts (Aug. 
2018) 

• Disposition of Estate Without Administration: Interest Rate (Aug. 2018) 

If there are any noteworthy developments regarding that bill before the April 
meeting, the staff will provide an oral update at the meeting. 

Language Implementing New Study Assignment 

As noted at the February meeting, the Governor’s budget would assign a new 
study to the Commission, involving review of the Penal Code.  

The Department of Finance has now publicly released the associated budget 
trailer bill language, which would effect statutory changes related to the new 
study.2 A copy of the proposed language is attached.  

Key features of the implementing language are noted below. 

• Commencing January 1, 2020, there would be a new body within 
the California Law Revision Commission, the Committee on the 
Revision of the Penal Code (the “Committee”).3 

                                                
 1. Any California Law Revision Commission document referred to in this memorandum can 
be obtained from the Commission. Recent materials can be downloaded from the Commission’s 
website (www.clrc.ca.gov). Other materials can be obtained by contacting the Commission’s staff, 
through the website or otherwise. 
  The Commission welcomes written comments at any time during its study process. Any 
comments received will be a part of the public record and may be considered at a public meeting. 
However, comments that are received less than five business days prior to a Commission 
meeting may be presented without staff analysis. 
 2. See < http://dof.ca.gov/Budget/Trailer_Bill_Language/documents/ 
PenalCodeReviewCommittee.pdf>. 
 3. See proposed revision of Gov’t Code § 8280. 
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• The Committee would consist of one Senator, one Assembly 
Member, and five persons appointed by the Governor.4 

• The members of the Committee may not also be members of the 
Commission.5 

• The new Committee would be charged with the new study 
responsibilities: 

(a) The committee shall study and make recommendations on 
revision of the Penal Code to achieve all of the following objectives: 

(1) Simplify and rationalize the substance of criminal law. 
(2) Simplify and rationalize criminal procedures. 
(3) Establish alternatives to incarceration that will aid in the 

rehabilitation of offenders. 
(4) Improve the system of parole and probation. 
(b) In making recommendations pursuant to subdivision (a), the 

committee may recommend adjustments to the length of sentence 
terms. In making that recommendation, the committee may 
consider any factors, including but not limited to any of the 
following: 

(1) The protection of the public. 
(2) The severity of the offense. 
(3) The rate of recidivism.  
(4) The availability and success of alternatives to incarceration. 
(5) Empirically significant disparities between individuals 

convicted of an offense and individuals convicted of other similar 
offenses.6 

• The Committee would make its own recommendations, which 
would not need to be approved by the Commission.7 

The proposed legislation would also include amendments to codify existing 
Commission practices8 and to update a rule that has been superseded by other 
law.9 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Hebert 
Executive Director 

 

                                                
 4. See proposed Gov’t Code § 8281.5. 
 5. See proposed Gov’t Code § 8281.5(d). 
 6. See proposed Gov’t Code § 8290.5(a)-(b). 
 7. See proposed Gov’t Code § 8290.5(c). 
 8. See proposed Gov’t Code §§ 8283(a) (quorum), 8284 (executive director’s title), 8288(b) 
(committee testimony), 8291(b) (submission of recommendations to committees). 
 9. See proposed amendment to Gov’t Code § 8282 (per diem amount). 














